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Eighteen percent of litter is washed into streams,
rivers, lakes and oceans by storm water runoff.
Cigarette butts are small and lightweight, thus
easily carried by runoff into our waterways. As one
of the smallest pieces of litter, cigarette litter
represents over 20% of litter collected in many
community cleanup initiatives.

Each year the Ocean Conservancy sponsors the
International Coastal Cleanup, where volunteers
collect and count refuse on beaches and
waterways. Reports from the Annual Cleanup
include a ‘Dirty Dozen” list to focus attention on the
most littered items. Cigarette litter fopped the fist
once again after the 2001 cleanup, outhumbering
the nextitemonthelist3to 1.

Cigarette litter is everything from a partially smoked
cigarette, cigarette butts, matches and lighters to
the packaging itself, It is one of the most common
forms of litter. In fact, cigarettes are the most
littered item in America and the world. It is
estimated that several ftrillion cigarette butts are
littered worldwide every year, amounting to billions
of cigarettes flicked every single day.

Cigarette filters, which make up most of the butt,
are made of cellulose acetate fibers, a form of
plastic, that look fike cotton thread. Littered
cigarette butts introduce this product and the toxins
it contains to our environment where it breaks down
very slowly and is not completely biodegradable.
This litter, while unsightly, can be damaging to the
environment as these cellulose acstate fibers break
down or degrade very slowly, in some cases taking
years to significantly degrade. Littered butts can
also be dangerous to children, pets and wildiife as
wind and rain carry it along to catch in flower
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gardens, grass and
open spaces. Some
birds use it for
nesting and even
think it is food. The
fibers in a cigarette :
filter and the Windandrain camy cigarettes into
remaining  tobacco our waterways.
contain several residual alkaloids including nicotine
posing a health problem when ingested. If that is
not enough, littered butts cause numerous fires
every year, some of them fatal.

Some people who would never dream of dumping
garbage in a public place throw cigarette bufts on
the ground without a second thought. There are
two main reasons people do this: many smokers do
not view butts as litter and there aren't enough
places to properly discard them. Most people who
litter their cigarettes do not fully understand the
consequences of their actions or they have
rationalized the behavior. People are reluctant to
do things that they know are wrong. While most
people know that littering is wrong, many smokers
have somehow convinced themselves that littering
cigarettes is okay. Once people know the truth,
however, they are much more hesitant to
unthinkingly flick their cigarette butts on the ground.

Encouraging the proper disposal of cigarette litter
must include raising awareness about the problem
and proper disposal practices and encouraging
local governments, property owners and facility
managers to install ash receptacles. =

References:
www.cigarettelitter.org; www.philipmorrisusa.com;
www Kkab.org;
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Cigarettes should be disposed of properly. Do NOT throw
butts on sidewalks or in storm drains. They end up in
our waterways!

Make sure cigarettes are fully extinguished before dropping
them in trash receptacles.

Carry a portable or disposable ashtray to use when
receptacles are not available.

Always carry a pocket ashtray for your car or desk or when
away from traditional ashtrays and outdoor ashitrash
receptacles.

Encourage business owners to install appropriate cigarette
disposal receptacles.

If you own or manage a business with a no smoking’
policy, provide employees and visitors with ash receptacles
at all entry/exit points of the building(s). These “Transition
Points” are the places smokers need to discard their
cigarettes before entering your business. Once installed,
these receptacles need to be monitored and maintained
regularly; once smokers become accustomed to using
these receptacles, you may need to add more to keep up
with the cigarette litter being properly discarded!

If you are a city manager or mayor, in charge of public
works, or a building manager for a city owned/managed
facility, consider increasing the number of ash receptacles
around the community, Look at the “Transition Points” like
bus stops, train stations and parking lots. These places
need ash receptacles to encourage adults who smoke to
properly dispose of their cigarette litter. And, for townwide
"litter free” events, we strongly encourage the distribution of
pocket ashtrays along with the increased ash/trash
receptacles which will be strategically placed at the site.

Do not throw cigarette butts out of vehicles; use ashtrays.
Use a portable ashtray that fits in your car's cupholder and
do NOT throw butts out car windows. Many wildfires are
directly attributed to improperly discarded cigarette butts.

Take personal responsibility for your own cigarette litter and
encourage others to do the same. If you smoke, use
ashtrays, ash/trash receptacles outside buildings and in
parks and beaches. This will reduce the amount of butts
that end up on the ground, and ultimately, in our water!
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in comparison to national results of the Ocean Conservancy's
Annual International Coastal Cleanup, Oklahoma City's Storm
Water Quality Management Division conducts a year around
Floatables Study. The study incorporates three floatable nets
installed within the City's corporate boundaries. These nets
were installed to obtain site-specific data on watersheds to
identify the types and quantities of floatable materials present
during elevated or high flow situations.

During the period of May 22, 2002-March 27, 2003, 556
pounds of human
induced litter were
collected during 68
collections. The
information gathered
identifies  cigarette
litter as one of the
most comman pieces
of floatable litter in
Oklahoma City-nearly a quarter of the total litter collected. The
foliowing table lists all litter collected in the Floatables Study.

DEBRIS ITEM COLLECTED DEBRIS ITEM | COLLECT

ED

Wrappers 713
Cigarettes 302
Utensils 183
Bags 110
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Packing peanuts 13

Oklahoma City citizens and businesses are invited to
participate in two Storm Water Quality programs, Curbs to
Creeks and Adopt-a-City-Street, to discourage littering and
other illicit discharges into the storm sewer system. These
programs can be used as Best Management Practices in the
Pollution Prevention Plan of businesses permitted with Storm
Water Quality. Participants in the Adopt-a-City-Street program
also receive a street sign advertising your civic group or
company's invalvement. For more information, contact Becky
Durrett at 405-297-2141 or Tracie Garcia at 405-297-1780. w
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